The recent history of Australasian manufacturing industry is not a happy one, and once-thriving companies with connections to anaesthesia have failed for a variety of reasons 1 . Much more cheerful has been the success of two antipodean businesses, anaesthesia and intensive care.
Woolf Fisher and Maurice Paykel both descended Semitic persecution and had made New Zealand their from Russia as possible.
The families were to be linked by romance founded a company to import refrigerators, radios and washing machines 2 . Fisher and Paykel complemented each other perfectly: Woolf the born salesman, extrovert and networker, Maurice meticulous and precise with a broad streak of frugality. These talents saw them through the economic abyss of the Great Depression, during which no country was harder hit than New Zealand.
Steadily Board, so that the company was already taking an interest in medical devices. throwaway line fell when he mentioned the device he was developing with Matt Spence. Within a fairly short time a pre-production version was ready, but this was only the beginning of a complex process Fisher, who threatened the more patient Maurice Paykel with the following outburst:
For a company so dependent on the importation of foreign goods, severe restrictions imposed by a nearly bankrupt government could have meant the end. No other threat could be of such daunting almost miraculous. Yet in one respect the seeds of future greatness were germinating, because the ban on imported products forced Woolf and Maurice to consider either local manufacture or assembly, or both.
arrival of large numbers of American troops created another opportunity: the demand for ice-cream making machinery! placed to take advantage of pent-up domestic manufacture their refrigerators under licence was followed by a similar deal with Bendix for washing machines. The company also ventured timidly into manufacturing its own, wholly-local clothes dryers. From such a modest beginning, the capability which would enable the company to enter the health care business started to grow.
Zealand was dominated by the imposing, albeit controversial personality of Matthew Spence , whose expertise in mechanical ventilation was unexcelled.
designs.
FIGURE 4 humidifier, which was less than satisfactory. Maurice had realised that the development of a medical device on which lives of very sick patients would depend was a lot more complicated than debugging an automatic washing machine. But the market was ready, allowing Spence and Melville to submit their paper to Anesthesiology describing this ground-breaking apparatus.
research and development was adopted to keep and more user-friendly improvements such as the into the original design.
to the specialist community in hospitals, namely the anaesthetists and intensivists, and were encouraged to seek other opportunities for the company of sleep apnoea attracted their attention, with pressure devices used to treat this condition would be a considerable advance.
By now Fisher and Paykel had a large staff with expertise in large-scale plastics manufacture and compete in the huge North American market. Within output of medical devices was exported, mostly to the time had come for health care to be hived off, Australian and New Zealand Stock Exchanges.
By then both Woolf Fisher and Maurice Paykel important roles in the business their ancestor had established 70 years ago.
